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FAR  President , John R. Wood,  installed the Naples on-the-Gulf  Board of REALTORS 1972 
President Lester W. Whitaker, Jr. at the Installation Banquet held at the Naples Beach Club Hotel on 
December 9, 1971. The officers of the Board installed  to serve in 1972 included: Ernie Carroll, 
Executive Vice President; Tom McBride, Vice President, Paul E. Lees,Treasurer;  Robert Jaeger, 
Secretary; Bruce Mum, Director; Richard Goodlette, Director and Director Fred Maurer.  Each year, 
during the month of December, new officers of the Naples Board, it's Associates Division and its 
Women's Council officers are installed at the the Naples on-the-Gulf Board of REALTORS  Annual 
Installation Banquet. 
  
Les Jr. is the second half of the father-son team that built a strong MLS for the board.. His father, Lester 
Whitaker, Sr., served as president to the Naples on-the-Gulf Board in 1966. 
In 1968 Les Jr. was a member of the FAR Rules and Bylaws Committee 
In 1970 Les Jr. was named  Naple on-the Gulf REALTOR of the Year. 
In 1972 Les Jr. also served as Chairman of the Collier County Commission. 
Les Jr. served  several times as the Naples on-the-Gulf Board ,MLS chairman prior to his presidency on 
the Board. 
 
In 1972 NAR sponsored  a national REALTOR convention in Hawaii and the Naples Board was 
well represented. NAR requested Les Jr. to assist in the national voting at the convention. 
Prior to this program salespeople (associates) could not use the moniker REALTOR. Only brokers  
were permitted to use the term. Les Jr. as one of the NAR officials,worked tirelessly while 1700 Boards 
in the United States were requested to come in one-by-one and vote on this sensitive new program of 
creating an Associates Division of NAR. 
 
FAR held its three day mid-year meeting, June 1972, at the Marco Beach Hotel offering among other 
programs a public relations workshop, “What REALTORS Can Do to Help End the Drug Problem in 
Florida.” 
 A “Fabulous Forties” buffet-dinner dance sponsored by the Naples on-the-Gulf Board of REALTORS 
packed the promenade ballroom on Friday evening and everybody danced to the music of Sammy 
Spears, Jackie Gleason's favorite band leader. 
 
In 1972  the Naples on-the-Gulf Board of REALTORS was classified as a large board with a 
membership composed of REALTOR Membership 108,  Associate Membership 278,  Affiliate 
Membership 20 and Honorary members 2. 
 
A secretaries school was held three times  a year to acquaint  the secretaries of member offices with the 



operation and policies of the Board and MLS. 
 
The REALTOR membership held monthly luncheon meetings. The MLS held weekly breakfast 
meetings.  The Associates Division held quarterly meetings. 
 
President Lester Whitaker, Jr. invited to a monthly luncheon meeting of the Board, Vera Campbell, 
FAR President of the Women's Council of REALTORS (WCR), Nina J. Hines, District Governor of 
WCR from Ft. Myers, and Casey Miller, President of the Naples on-the-Gulf Chapter of Women's 
Council., 
 
The Annual REALTORS Invitational Golf Tournament, sponsored by the  Naples on-the-Gulf Board 
and planned by  REALTOR  Ad Miller was very popular with REALTORS, Associates and their 
families from as far away as Georgia and Alabama.                                                                                                                                             
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